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[ The Japanese scientist Dr. Fukube Ichi-
sabu (1851~1929 A.D.) is the first one to
restore the Zhang Heng Seismoscope. In
1875, he restored the seismoscope in shape,
such as the ratio between the height and
diameter of the instrument, position of the
top-lid, arrangement of the dragons and
toads. They are basically consistent with

the records in the historical literature.

As for the figures and decorations around

the seismoscope, it is a very important

discovery to put the divinatory versions
of the eight diagrams (eight combinations
of three whole or broken lines formerly
used in divination) on the surface of the
instrument. All this shows that he had
done a very intense and fine study on the

records of the seismoscope. ]
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[ In 1937, a Japanese seismologist, Hagi-
hara Takahiro made a further progress in
restoring the seismoscope. In his restora-

tion, he found an important structural prin-

ciple—reversed pendulum inside the seis-
moscope. Therefore, the mechanism of
the Houfeng Seismoscope can be properly
interpreted. Two vyears later, another
Japanese seismologist, Aketsune Imamura
(1870-1947 A.D.) made some improvements

on the restored model of Takahiro. i
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