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Disaster Prevention Measures of the Affected Municipality of the Great
East Japan Earthquake

From an interview with the disaster prevention officials

in Shichigahama municipal office
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To examine the challenges and issues that occurred during the Great East Japan Earthquake and to understand
how disaster prevention measures should be utilized in the future.

We conducted an interview with two disaster prevention officials in Shichigahama municipal office in Miyagi
Prefecture in May 2013

Immediately after the earthquake, it was difficult to see if the people who entered the disaster areas were
volunteers or potential thieves. Therefore, voluntary security by local residents who knew the people’s
“faces” was effective
According to the questionnaire survey with the residents in temporary housings, there were relatively fewer
problems because the people’s intention was confirmed early. Disaster prevention education with a focus on
schools is being actively conducted after the earthquake
The “distance” between the residents and the municipality in Shichigahama is very close. Before the earthquake
there was already a cooperative relationship. It is believed that they have been trying to avoid various
issues as much as possible after the earthquake.
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