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A Study of Responses to Heavy Snowfall in the Greater Tokyo Area: Based

on Interviews Conducted in Chichibu City
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Objective: Recently, the lives of residents in the Greater Tokyo area have been adversely affected by a
series of localized heavy snowfall. Therefore, this study examines the efforts of a municipal government in
dealing with snow events.
Method: Interviews were conducted with municipal employees involved in responding to heavy snowfall in the
Greater Tokyo area
Results: Assistance in snow removal was requested from outside the prefecture, and the Self-Defense Forces
also provided support to the residents. Some communities were isolated by the storm. Apart from minor
injuries, the negative impacts included damage to houses and farms. The study indicated the significance
of formulating snow removal plans and ensuring harmonious relations with town assemblies in order to
effectively respond to snow events.
Conclusion: Even in the Greater Tokyo area, where there has not conventionally been much snowfall, it is
necessary to improve methods for removing snow during heavy storms and to strengthen cooperation and
information exchange between the concerned institutions.
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Fig.1 Main movement from the snowfall beginning from Public information magazine

Dabout the snow damage (© Chichibu city)
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