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Current state of municipality officials’ burden and future disaster prevention measures
from the Great East Japan Earthquake disaster

From an interview in Otsuchicho
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Abstract

To examine the challenges and issues that occurred during the Great East Japan Earthquake and to
understand how disaster prevention measures should be utilised in the future. We listened to the “thoughts”
from the municipality in which many municipality officials had become victims of the earthquake.

We conducted an interview officials in Otsuchicho municipal office, Iwate Prefecture in May 2013.

In a case of large—scale disasters ,could the administrative functions be taken over? The residents,
municipality officials and their families should not become victims, and the necessary disaster prevention
measures. We want to improve the measures that are important to protect our lives by ourselves.

Many municipality officials were lost, and the remaining officials also lost their co—workers. There is a big
burden on them supporting the residents afterwards.
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