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Coping with Severe Snowstorms
~ A Case Study of Nakashibetsu town in Hokkaido ~

Naoki Furumoto, Tono Research Institute of Earthquake Science
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Objective: There have been cases in which severe snowstorms and blizzards caused casualties. 1|
would like to understand what challenges the municipalities that are coping with such cases face when
dealing with these snowstorms, and whether these cases can be used as lessons from which to learn
for the future.

Method: An interview was conducted with staff at Nakashibetsu town.

Results: Secondary casualties are a possibility when conducting rescues during a severe snowstorm
or survivor confirmation, and so coping with snowstorms is difficult. In addition, it is extremely
difficult to head to the scene as it requires much more time and effort than usual. Consideration is
necessary regarding the financial burden of relief supplies for the residents, who are from both in and
out of town, in the shelter.

Conclusion: Residents are notified to refrain from going outside, but it is difficult to notify it for
those who are out on the roads. It is undecided as to how to deal with areas in which judgement is
divided, such as how to cope with those who are not local residents, for example the relief supplies for
those in the shelter who are from out of town.
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