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Historical documents examination of "the ground crack of Awa"
in the 1586 Tensho Earthquake
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Fumiaki KIMATA Tono Research Institute of Earthquake Science*

B Abstract As the 1586 Tensho Earthquake was reported the serious disaster at the wide area from
the Central to Western Japan, therefore, the earthquake is thought of the greatest inland earthquakes
in Japan. In our article, we examined credibility on the disaster records on historical documents in
Awa (present; Tokushima Prefecture) over 200km far from the Tensho Earthquake Faults. In the
original document written in 1652 years, of reference document written in 1815 years, no earthquake
ground cracks was reported. The reference should be a misuse the description on 1596 Keicho-Fushimi
Earthquake. It is concluded that no serious disaster such as ground cracks occurred in Awa at the
1586 Tensho Earthquake. Keywords: 1586 Tensho Earthquake, Awa (present; Tokushima Prefecture),
Awashi, Sanukinokuni-Oonikki, 1596 Keicho-Fushimi Earthquake.
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Fig.1 : Location map of the active faults relevant to the 1586 Tensho Earthquake, and epicenter of the 1596
Keicho Bungo Earthquake and Keicho Fushimi Earthquakes.
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Tablel: Comparing of the earthquake in Tensho 6 to Keicho 1, disasters described historical documents
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