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Are Messages on Remains of Earthquakes and Tsunamis Taken Over?
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Abstract

This study focuses on messages on remains of tsunamis in tsunami-prone areas. The authors conducted field surveys on 19
epigraphs of tsunamis remaining on monuments in coastal areas from Shima Peninsula to Owase City in Mie Prefecture and
research on historical papers. This resulted in categorization of the messages into four categories: informing heights of tsunamis,
explaining situations of earthquakes and damages, transferring lessons to next generations, and holding memorial services for
victims. However, many of them belong to more than one category, such as heights of tsunamis and damage, and damage and
memorial services. Being designated as local cultural assets and maintained by local residents are the main ways to conserve and
succeed the monuments to next generations. Moreover, questionnaire surveys found lack of recognition and ways to make use of
meanings of founding monuments and messages in both of local administration and local residents. Finally this study found that
young generations at the age of thirties or younger among others even did not know the existences of the monuments, which is a
fundamental challenge for conserving, succeeding and raising awareness of remains left after earthquakes and tsunamis.
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